Dear Parent(s),






December 1, 2010


Yes, we know it’s hard to believe, but we are to another month and to another newsletter.  We are writing both our December and January Newsletter.  As we know December will quickly fly by and before we know it, we will be into a new year!  


In math, we continue to work at learning basic number sense as well as  all of our basic addition and subtraction facts. Please practice those facts!  Some of the other areas in math we will explore will be time and money.  We expect first graders to be able to tell the time by the hour and half hour and to identify all coins as well as count combinations of pennies, nickels, and dimes.  We continue to work on problem solving everyday.


In reading we will continue our efforts in becoming fluent readers.  Many of the skills we have been working on and will continue to work on are: vowel sounds, beginning, ending, and middle sounds as well as sequencing and retelling of a story.  We have been learning lots of strategies that can be used to help us when we are reading a story and when trying to figure out unknown words.  We will continue to work on these strategies as we read new books.  Other skills being taught will be blending sounds (i.e. bl, cl, dr, gr, tr, etc.  ), diagraphs (th, sh, ch, wh, and ph) and long vowel sounds.  The children will continue to do their check out of books and sight words.


PLEASE remember to continue to set aside 5 minutes at least 5 days a week to read with your child.  Students should be reading their leveled readers several times a night to develop their fluency.  Reading other books as well is a GREAT idea.  The leveled readers have within their pages the opportunity to apply the reading skill(s) we are working on, as well as ones that we have already covered.  The progress students make in their reading development depends a great deal on the amount of actual reading they do at the right level for them.  Our day in the classroom includes time for a variety of reading experiences, but nothing can replace the time a student spends reading with the most important people in their life!


It should be two exciting and busy months.  We are really starting to see some strides in reading, writing and math.








Sincerely,
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